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BUT YOUR 
FANS WILL OH, COME ; 
DEFINITELY ON! YOU DON'T 
BE INTERESTED NEED T0 HEAR 
INIT YOUVE ABOUT MY CAR! 
GOTTOLET DONT ASK ME 
THEM KNOW ABOUT THAT! 


WHATS UP! 














NO, 


WHOA! 
REALLY? YOU A PORSCHE! 


GO DRIVING OUT 
INIT WITH THAT 
“NEW DRIVER” 
STICKER STUCK 


ON BACK? VA ae 


GOT 















IMEAN, YOU 
FINALLY 
GOT YOUR 
LICENSE? 





























wow, 
FOR REAL!? 
WHATD 
YA BUY? 











YONE-KUN, 
YOU GOT AN 
AMERICAN CAR, 
RIGHT? ONE 
OF THOSE 
BIG HONKIN' 
CHRYSLERS, 
RIGHT!? 














REALLY? if TVENEVER 
WHYSITEVEN | fil ‘SEEN 


| A PORSCHE 
I wy, 










HAHAHA, 
TM JUST 
MESSING 

WITH YOU! 









that group 
of kids just 
now are in 


the crap 
they were to hit it big 
just talking ) S with a couple 


about on \4 Z | ) of their stupid 
the radio... 1 |W songs... 


they managed 





he » = And the 
bought a most popular 
porsche...?| one in the 



































WHEN THEY 
HAVE 10 PRY 
THAT PORSCHE. § 
oor 
YOUR SORRY. 
HANDS! 6 





Iwished for 


something 
bad to 

happen to 

someone... 


that 
Idon’t 

even 
know... 


It’s time 
to start 
working 
on my 
muscles! 





























































































































& Vi 
Ca | 
NO” 
























































Oh... 
while I was 
spacing 
out, two 
hours have 
passed 
since I ate! 
































EE 


Ne 


| 














Phew... 
Tjust 
wished for 
something 
bad... 


What if he’s 
anice guy? 
I wish I 


had a bigger 
heart... 





HUFF 


©) HUFF 





























It doesn’t 
matter if 
it’s popular 
or not, it’s 


unconditionally 


cool! 


+ NOW 
FOR THE 

LOWER 
HALF OF 
MY BoDy. 


2 


His hair's defying it fig 


The act of 
strengthening 
your body! It’s 

like defying 

gravity, and 

that’s totally 
what rock and 
roll is all about 

































































SEX TMP TWP TN 


we KS my 


ClECEDIBYIA HEARTS 
MYSTERIOUS CHROUDED 
GENGE OF : IN 
INSECURITY... 





ANXIETY, 























































































































I'ma fool 
that has 
taken each 
step of my 
way looking 
only at 
his feet. 


I’m sure 
ve been 
warned 
about this 
by more 
sensible 


But I didn’t )~ 
know...1 
didn’t think 
it was 
happening 
tome. 


In the spring 
of my 32nd 
year alive... 

I suddenly 
became aware 
of it... 


T’ve been 
staring 
down this 


entire time... 


Like a damn 
zombie... 


Yeah... IfI had 
to put it in 
words, I'ma 
fool. On this 
momentous 


| 2) journey known 


as life... 


everyone 
else has got 
their eyes on 
the target, 
and they're 
all headed 
there with 
perfect 
poise, 


lavoided the 
difficulty of 
things being 
difficult... and 
spent 32 years 
sluggishly 
trudging 
along... 





anybody 
else 
around 


me? 


























let’s 
take an 
honest 
look at 
things 





Why didn’t 
I notice it 
this entire 

time...? What 

yy) the hell was 
~ ) going on in 


my head? 








I think 
of that 
loneliness 
as a great 
trans- 
gression... 





Even if it 


was uncon- 
sciously, I've 
committed 
these crimes J 
for so long... | Not to 


mention 
how I only 
ran away 
from 
hardships. 















SO I BEG : : 
OF YOU... : : . BUT PLEASE 





ERR, HOW } LISTEN TO 
SHOULD — = (WHAT I Have 
I PHRASE TO SAY... 








THIS...7 EVEN NOW 






IF I HAD T INTEND 
TO PUT IT TO ATONE 
SIMPLY... FOR THEM... 





OW A o 
SHOOTING 
STARI! 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































VBE THIS 
SOMETHING 
THATAS2VEAR 
OLD FART. 


SHOULD BE 
WISHING UPON 
ASHOOTING |Im 
STAR WHEN |g 
HIS UNDEROOS 
FOR, BUT... 





“9s 
Lona 


FOR THE 
FIRST TIME. 
»  INMY LIFE, 


























Fil py) 
r 


) 














This 
wasn’t 
here a 

moment 
ago, you 
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( 


..Hey, 
what 
the hell 
is this 
supposed 
to be...? 










































































WITHIN 
THE NEXT 
YEAR 


TO THE 
SECURITY 
GUARD, 


























































































































sai? 












































WITHIN 
‘THE NEXT. 
YEAR 























Wit THEIR 
Tuose cuys|| |S THE 
OY sorts OF 
' wre|| ACROSS 
COMPARED SUCH A 
IN 10 THis Guy! 
PRANK: 
a 






















safely 
starts with 
security 
tne nearl- 



































I'M 80 
FREAKIN’ 
CoH. 








10M 
SCARED... 


























CHAPTER'2: SHADOW, BY THE WINDOW 































































































Ss 





1] SUDDENLY... 








a ONE DAY, 7-7 


























MM 









































qh Ht 
~ ONE DAY, 
SUDDENLY, 
TOBY, 
A KORLA 
3 YEARS 
ow) 


















ONE DAY, 
~\, SUDDENLY, 
\\_ NIKOLAI, 


























7. 
IS CON 
10 HAPFEN 


IMSIBEAULY) 
NOTATHE! 
TIMESTO}BE: 
WORRIED, 
ABOUTATHATE 


























Iaunosy 
wearing 
GRYING]GOR 
AISE COND 
BOGKAIHERE! 
BUT 














GINENOW: 








how're ie 
.”How about 





you and I 
talk about 
some "& 


You wanna 


be friends 








Ta 
CTRANGE 
(ERIE 
FTHATRWAS 
DeuNERED) 
INAS) 
AGO" 


“| Ele} 
ling *Y, YOU... 


ponent 


Me 














with me?” 













































































must 
each have 
their own, 
drama... 




















Honestly, 
the 32 years 
that I’ve lived ¥ 
probably 
wouldn’t 
even measure 
up to a week 
in Yabuki 
Joe’s life... 





Something 
that caught 
everyone’s 
attention 
and had the 
atmosphere 
of drama ever 
so slightly... 






































































Hmm... 
Each one 
of those 
houses 
over 
there... 





























No way 
there could 


IfI wrote 
an autobio- 
graphy, it'd 
be so thin 

The user ti 
manual for |] _ Hime 

: sideways, 
a microwave : 
would sleeping 


probably be |} it #way-- 


be... since 
I spent all 
my precious 


wo, | ou! 
there was... 
something 

that 
happened... 











































































































Iwas the only 
one the girls in 
class wouldn’t 
hold hands with 
when they were 
dancing. It became 
known as the 
“Tomioka-kun 
hover hand folk 
dance incident.” 











That’s right... 
It happened 
in my first 
year at middle 
school. During 


the folk dance 
on field day... 



































—THus pecan ——___Tié TEACHER 
INCRABGE.OF 

THE HELO : 
Us" sauTis 

HOMEROOM! 
BNOYGOTIUPSET, 

CESSION THAT 

ia f ANNOUNCING 
ae THTTHIS wos A 








GS ee 
YEAH! YOU Ou, COME ON! WHATS 

















KNOW WHAT rm sure you |-) $0, GROSS 
WE'RE TALKING \~\< HAVE PEOPLE TOMIOLA- 
ABOUT, a THAT you sust 2 TOMIOK: 
BUT YOU'RE DON'T WANT TO PLEASE 
ACTING LIKE BE AROLNDI! >) PEASE, 






YOU DON'T!! aN a 


io IT TO ME! 


tive 






In the end, we came 
to this ridiculous 
conclusion of “holding 
hands as much as you're 

able to,” and it came 
toa close... 













She was a .) The kind Tsuka- 

Christian _( girl who was moto But then 
and she S \ the only hisato- there was 
always san... Tsukamoto- 

looked like We) my hand san... 
she was vA S and danced 
sparkling... with me 
that day... 





















































I'm sure she’s 


Even nowI 
become a 


can remember 


wonderful 
i her beautiful 
adult... and eyes from 


ishappily Xr back then... 
married... Iremember 


thinking to 
myself, “She’s 
so pretty...” 

































































































































THOTISEEMS (CHANGE: 





















































This is 









































































































































st 2 too cruel, 
let you 2 isn’t 
‘ Dammit all! 
get at my ? shit! I wish | | '*!? Why why!? Why 
balls! r'll couldn't (3 oe 
I were a cat! did I only 
anyone 
A fluffy one have notice how 
with rich thrown \ bad I've got 
owners! mea bone \} it after I’ve 
when I reached such 
Iwas a little a hopeless 
younger!?()j/} ||} | NI age!? 
| t 
vy ve. 
a rota) 
5 co 
“A Please 
a don't... 
ig cut off my 
cual Bits F balls. 
my Meowr~' \ 
lowe balls. 
)) 

































































































































































28 
2s 
a3 


Cy 
g 
5 
$s 


3 
3 
z 
Fi 
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of the 

























$0000, who's 
weirder? 

The security 

guard who's 
up on the 









































































































































roof slacking 
off when 
it’s just past 

Or the 3am... 
person 
who’s 

watching 

him with 

the lights 
turned 
off..? 





WHO'S 
WATCHING 
HIM, 
RIGHT!? 





That guy’s bad 
news... That’s 
something 
the unsavory 
types would 
do... Ineed 

| to exercise 
caution here... 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































And he’s 
atching || Could Hey! 
the / Hold 
letter %G 4 a 
have oie ) second} 


is serious 
business come @ Gey) 


from 
him? 





What's 
with this 
scumbag!? 
Doesn't 
he have 
anything 
better 
to dol? 





.»Oh man, 
oh man... 
He's still 
looking, 
this way... 
This is 
the pits... 













































































»-That 
guy 
means 
trouble., 



































..Urghh, 
Ihate 
this... I 

hate this 

so much... 


























Lay 


that person’s 
still there 
tomorrow 

and the day 

after that...? 
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And they 
why!? ver: ai left it in front 
Why is this Rs of my room... i 
happening!? j 


























h 
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Hi A, | 
a 
| 
| 














HW TER =H 


RESIGNED AND TAKING IT AS 


ALESSON 



























































—— 1 a 



































y, 
G 
44 





ei 


Which 


means...he § 


must've 
came all 
the way 
here so 
it'd be 
even more 
effective at 
freakin; 








AND You 
pie. WiLL Go 
cRAzy 





..That guy... 
knows where 
I work... and 
knows 
where | live. 

















Hmph... 
He must be 
acomplete 
wimp with 
nothing better 
to do... What's 
so fun about 
picking on me, 
anyway? 


I going to 





do about 
this...? 













Fv 
z 


VM COM" 
PLETELY 
SHAKIN’ 
IN MY 
BOOTS!!! 


He must’ve 
secretly 











tailed me 
y one day 
and found 
out where 
Ilivel 
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a 
5 


z) 













































































I KNOW IT'S 
AGAINST THE 
RULES... 
BUT COULD 
YOU KEEP 
IT A SECRET 
FROM THE 
LANDLORD? 








KNOW ASKED 
ME TO TAKE 
CARE OF THIS 
DOG FOR A 
FEW DAYS... 























~~ 


! Op 














I figured. 














—\ IF 

















Maybe 
Ireally 
should 
think about 
moving... 





that the 
= person next 
y door was a 
I mean, woman... but 
the walls Timagined 
ti these she'd be 
apartments a gloomy 
are so thin... }] ld lady... 
I’ve gotta 
watch out 
ifleven 
sneeze... 











iN 











































































































































































































Liiitiin 


Hmm... She 
was really 


pretty, 
but there’s 


something 
alittle off 
about her... 




































































wlt'd be 
different if 
Iwere famous 
or like flashy 
looking... but 
I’m just a dirty 
old dude... 


































































































































































































































































I guess 
there's no real 
point to that. 
They'll just 
feed me that 
line about 
how there’s 
no real threat 
to my safety 
and turn me 
away. 








Okay... If 
that letter 
comes one 
more time... 
just one 
more time... 













Peco Tl show 
= ea 


can’t just 





























mess with just when 

me! I'll get |] I was about ; 

you back! |} to take the shit... Why 
first steps do I have to 
towards a deal with 

new life? something 
It’s making like th 
everything 
more 


difficult... 


Okay, first 
I’ve got to 
look into that 
guy by the 
window. He’s the 
most suspicious 
one... I’m gonna 
have to use some 
of my days off. 


It'll be 
my turn to ¥ 
tail him. 















































































































































































































































































































































































































screaming 

my head off... 
That wasn’t 

just in my 










That lady 
next door... 

Iprobably 
scared her... ) 








A REALLY 
HORRIBLE [ 
NIGHTMARE... 





























































































































but I’m 
over 30 and 
my own 
sense of r else around 
who Ireally Vaapmmaamauyy that Tcan 
amisstill ike abe 




































































Am | like, 
generally, a 
bright cheerful 
guy... oram 
Idark? Am I 
kind... or not? 


\ If to... 
so fuzzy... (ie ee 


Us, 


= ip 


——<* 


ZS 


ean lant | 
















































‘Am I going to 


be able to Is that why 
‘overcome these: I want friends 
difficulties... now? ...SoIcan 
It’s like that I've never | understand who 
I'm being dealt with ‘ 1 te 
tested before that have 
or some- appeared in 
thing... front of me...? 


get away 
from this 
suffering 
as soon as 
Tcan. 




















So 
then, he 
got bored 
of just 











watching, 


And I just 
noticed 
recently... 


TWAT'S 
ALL GOING 


TO END 
TODAY!!! 


of my wits, 
probably whil 


grinningto 
himself... 


want some Icame 
excitement here to 
in your tell that 

life!? Then 

rll make 
your heart 
race faster 

than you 
could ever 

imagine! 


D 


rll put an 
end to it 
todayll I'll 
lay it all out 
straight to 
his face! 


L__ sa] 


LE 


been watching 
me for areal 


Since he’s 
got all the 
time in the 
world, he sent 
one of the 
letters cursing] 
me to the 
store and 
) another to 
my home... 





What 
acrying 
shame! 
Sorry, but 
I don’t 
have the 
kind of 





a 































WHAT AA J 
j Ma 25) GONNA DO IF 
3 | RS 5) HFS A FAMOUS 
Sy __KARATE 
[ay FIGHTER OR 


his school 
years? 











definitely No! The 
be like 

All just how that is low! 

< I imagine Incredibly 
right!! him, a 2 low!! I don’t 
Here gangly peed to worry 

it that! 

my || weedy abou 
goesit |) nanchild. 














BUT EVEN IF 
HE'S WEAK AND 
GANGLY, WHAT IF 
HE'S GOT A HUGE 
KNIFE? THEN WHAT 


























isa little 
too much 
excite- 


“2 OHHH! 





WHAT!?. 


What if I 
catch him 
way too 
much by 
surprise and 
he pulls 
something 
sharp out 
on mel? 









HE HUNG 
HIMSELF... 
INSIDE THAT 

ROOM... 


























Ny 





ee; 




















+H, WELL... 
UP TILL 3 
YEARS AGO, 
THE SON OF 
THE LANDLORD 
OF THESE 
APARTMENTS 
LIVED THERE, 
BUT... 






































HE SEEMED 
LIKE A GUY 
WHO TOOK 
THINGS REALLY 
SERIOUSLY, 
AND I GUESS 
IT JUST GOT 
TOO MUCH 
FOR HIM... 


ANYWAY, 
EVER SINCE 
THEN, NOBODY'S: 
BEEN LIVING 
THERE... I DON'T 
THINK THEY'RE 
EVEN TAKING 
APPLICATIONS. 











aaa 


Ss 



























































= THAT GUY 


WHO HANGED 

TIEN Sar FIMMSELE.. 
THE EMBODIMENT MOE On He PROBABLY 
OF "LIFE." eA SAU ME ONCE 


OR TWICE 


BEFORE, RIGHT?, 





“WHY ARE INSINCERE 
PEOPLE SO POSITIVE 
WHEN IT COMES TO 
LIFE... WHILE SINCERE 
PEOPLE LIKE ME ARE 
CHOOSING TO DIE?"... 


















































, OU 
y WANT 
Ors “way ll FRIENDS? 


\ you / 


/ 
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od a 



































i 
er 


















































I'VE GOT 
SOMETHING 
THAT I WANT 
TO ASK YOU! 










HEY, YOU!! 


ves, TM STOP THAT! 


SORRY, 
TLL LEAVE 
RIGHT 
AWAY... 





210 You 
LEAVE 
A STRANGE 
LETTER 
IN FRONT 
OF THAT 
SHOPPING 
CENTER 
THERE!!? 





BUTI 
DION'T SEND. 
ANYONE ANY 

LETTERS, 
AND T DON'T 
KNOW 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT THAT 
EITHER. 


IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
THE NIGHT 
FROM THAT 

WINDOW 

OVER THERE? 


NOT A 
SINGLE 
CLUE. 


TLL SWEAR 
ON MY OWN 
GOOD 
CONSCIENCE... 
I MAY HAVE 
BEEN STAYING 











OK... FINE, 
I'M GONNA ASK 
YOU ONE MORE 

QUESTION 

THEN... WERE 
YOU STARING AT 

THE ROOF OF 
THAT SHOPPING 

CENTER... 
































HUH? ARE 


YOU'RE THE at YOU TELLING 
ONE THAT'S y ME... THAT 
ALWAYS YOU'RE THE 
SLACKING SECURITY 
OFF ON THE A —  cuarp tHat 
ROOF OVER WORKS 
4 THERE? 


THERE? 





DON'T YOU 
PEEL LIKE, = 
ie PALLY OUHH, I GET 
MEET, HUH?" ‘ \ IT ALL NOW, 
i ( $0 THAT WAS 
YOU! WHOA, 
BRO, THIS 
IS SORTA 
AWESOME! 


I's ANICE E 
PLACE AND 
YOU GET T0 
DO WHATEVER : "NOW, Z 
YOU WANT P ? Was ALWAYS 
BY YOURSELF Y) \ WATCHING 
THERE... YOU CAN f P YOU AND 
RUN AROUND ‘ THINKING 
OR WHATEVER i . y HOW NICE IT 
AND YOU'RE MUST BE 
GETTING PAID y - 
FOR IT, RIGHT? 








No WAY... 
0 
DEFINITELY 
BE FIRED. 


IT WAS 
STUFFED 
INTO THE 

AUTOMATIC 


IN 


BVA | 


WHAT DO. 
YOU THINK? 
HOW ABOUT 
LETTING ME 

up THERE 

‘ONCE. T 

WON'T DO 

ANYTHING 


AND HAVE 
A DRINK AND 
A SMOKE... 
THAT'D BE 
PRETTY 
DAMN NICE. 





I KEPT 
THINKING... 


THE STARS 
FROM 
THERE... 


HEY... THAT 
LETTER YOU 
MENTIONED. 
DID YOU GET 
IT40Rs 
DAYS AGO? 





WHATI? 


ON ITFOR 
WHT? Ae 


LURKING 
AROUND 
IN FRONT 
OF THE 
ENTRANCE 
TO THE 
SHOP 5 


WORRIED, I EVEN 
THOUGHT ABOUT 
FINDING A WAY 
TO TELL YOU 
ABOUT IT... YOU 
WERE UP THERE 
RUNNING AROUND, 
AND THIS GUY 
COULD'VE BEEN A 
BURGLAR TRYING 
TO BUST HIS 
WAY IN THERE. 





I SAW IT 
ALL... I 
SAW THAT 
WEIRD 
LOOKING 
GUY... 


AT FIRST 
I THOUGHT 
MAYBE YOU GUYS 
ADDED ANOTHER 
SECURITY GUARD 
OR SOMETHING... 
BUT THEN I 
FIGURED IT OUT 
RIGHT AWAY THAT 
THIS GUY WAS 
SUSPICIOUS... 





I GUESS 
I COULD 
TELL YOU. 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK? 
WE CAN 
HELP EACH 


OTHER OUT. |" 





Y-YOU SAW 


IF YOU LET 
ME STAY IN 
YOUR HOUSE 
FOR, LIKE... 
A COUPLE OF 
DAYS, THEN... 


AS IT IS, 
IT LOOKS 
LIKE YOU'RE 
IN A BIT OF 















































I'M AN 
IMPORTANT 
SOURCE OF 

INFORMATION 
FOR YOU, 
YOU KNOW!? 



































WALKING 
TOO FAST. 


YOU PUNK! 
YOU'RE 
IGNORING 
ME... YOU 
SURE YOU 
SHOULD 
BE DOING 











LET ME 
TELL YOU 
ABOUT DIS- 
CRIMINATION, 


WILL THINK 
OF YOU? 


WHAT DOES A 
PERSON EVEN 00 
THAT GETS THEM 
SMELLING SO 
DAMN RANK!? AND 
HOW CAN IT NOT 
SEEM TO BOTHER 
THE PERSON 
HIMSELF!? 





a are. HUH? see) 
RIGHT! IE THE | Hun? WHAT? | rygpere 
LANDLORD THEN ARE 

SEES YOU LIKE\ YOLELING\ NO Way TM 


ME SOME LETTING YOU 


THIS I'LL BE \ clomes or 
KICKED OUT SOMETHING? 
IMMEDIATELY! 


IN THE HOUSE 
AS 1S! I'M 
MAKING SURE 
YOU TAKE 
CARE OF YOUR 
APPEARANCE 
RIGHT NOW! 





























































































THIS OLD MAN 

INSIDE THERE 
ASKED ME IF 
TWAS OLD 








MACDONALD OR 
‘SOMETHING. 





BUT THE 
PRICE WRITTEN 
ON THE TAG 
FOR THESE 
OVERALLS 
Alp IT WAS 
ONLY 700 YEN. 
THE CLOTHES T 

















OKAY, GO FIX 
YOUR HAIR NEXT! 
T'LL GIVE YOU 
SOME MONEY, SO 
GET A SHAVE AND 
A HAIRCUT AT THE 
BARBER SHOP 


i. (OVER THERE! 


we iN 








IF YOU'RE 
GONNA GIVE 
Me iy Noe ME MONEY TO FOR THE LAST 
COLD CUT MY HAIR, SOME 5 YEARS, JUST 
BEER. 100) Te SOME SEEIN’ A SIGN 
me some || BARBECUE. 
BARBECUE. FOR A BARBECUE 
PLACE WOULD 
GET MY STOMACH 
GROWLING SO 
LouD... 








SURE... YOU 
CAN GET 
ANOTHER 
BEER TOO. 


Ly 












































HMM... 
I WONDER 
WHAT ELSE 
WE SHOULD 
GET? 













































































YEAH, 
IT'S FINE... 
EAT AND 
DRINK AS 
MUCH AS 


YOU WANT! 


















































AND YOU 
GAVE ME 


MONEY TO 
GET MY HAIR 
CUT TOODCO. 


ARE YOU 


SURE THIS 


IS OKAY? 





BRO, CAN 
I ORDER 
ANOTHER 
SERVING OF 
SKIRT STEAK?| 
me SOME STEAK 
RAN ) AND KIMCHI? 





SORTA BAD 
ABOUT ALL 
THIS... I 
DIDN'T THINK 
YOU'D REALL’ 


BUY ME 





Just you watch, WHOAL 
you walking turd... OH MAN, pap ld 
Once you're YM AREA 
drunk enough I'm SUCKER FOR 
gonna get that NICE GUYS 


NICE! THERE 
AREN'T MANY 
PEOPLE LIKE 


information out LIKE YOu. YOU AROUND! 
of you and split! 





Tmnot € 
letting 
you 
inside 
my 
home! 





ws", TO THIS! 
! 2 9 
MY DREAM! : ; LISTEN TO 


TURN IT ALL 
AROUND IN 
ONE SHOT! 
JUST YOU 

WATCH! 





I'VE 
KEPT AT IT 
ALL THESE 

YEARS... 
THE LOTTERY, 


THAT'S RIGHT! 
THAT'S A LOT, 
YEAH!? YOU 
CAN WIN MORE 
THAN SOMEONE 
COULD MAKE IN 
THEIR ENTIRE 
LIFE IN ONE 
SHOT!! 


BUT 
HAVE YOU 
ACTUALLY 





I’M TALKING 
ABOUT THE 
LOTTERY, BRO! 
EVERY TIME 
I'VE HAD ANY 
HARD EARNED 
CASH, I'VE 
BEEN INVESTING 
IT INTO THE 
LOTTERY. BEEN 
AT IT SINCE 
I WAS 18... 


YOU KNOW YOu KNOW HOW 
HOW MUCH 
MUCH MONEY 
THE FIRSTAND AAO aee 
SECONDARY wore aT A 
PRIZES FOR THE 
COMPANY CAN 
MAKE IN THEIR 
ENTIRE LIFETIME? 
ONLY ABOUT 
2 HUNDRED 
MILLION YEN. YOU 
BELIEVE IT? 2 
HUNDRED MIL! 


SHORTCUT 
TO SUCCESS 
LIKE THAT 
AROUND, 
YOU JUST 
GOTTA GO 
FOR IT, AM 
T RIGHT?! 





ae 


WHAT IS IT 
THAT PEOPLE 
FEAR MOST 
IN THIS 
WORLD...? 


valS IT LIKE 
INSECURITY. .- 
OR DREAD? 
x 
ie . 
A ihren’ 




























IM ; 
TALKING “Waar youceN” 
ABOUT COMPLETELY GeT 


RID OF SUCH 
MONEY! A TERRIFYING 





















MONSTER, BUT 
THERE ARE 
44 MAGIC PIECES OF INGECURITY IS 
PAPER THAT SCAAAAARY, 






KEEP IT FROM 
REARING ITS 
UGLY HEAD... 


BRO! EEEE- 
EEVERYONE’S 
SCARED OF IT... 
I READ THAT 






THIS IS TOP 
SECRET BUT, 
THEY SAY THERE'S 
THIS CRAZY 
UNDERGROUND 
CASINO IN HONG 
KONG WHERE THE 
STAKES START 
AT A HUNDRED 
MILLION YEN... 

















I'M GONNA MAKE 
IT OUT THERE! 
I'M GONNA 
USE THE MONEY 
I WIN FROM 
THE LOTTERY } 
AND TURN IT = 
INTO HUNDREDS ) 

AND BILLIONS 
OF YEN! I'M 
GONNA SEND 
MY INSECURITY 
PACKIN'! 


Oy 


—A 
we 





I GUESS 
IT'S TO 
MAKE A 
FRIEND... 














sl, I GUESS 
I'VE NEVER 

THOUGHT ABOUT 

ANYTHING THAT 
BIG BEFORE... 

I MEAN, AS FAR 
AS THIS YEAR 
GOES, I'VE GOT A 
GOAL THOUGH... 














HEY! WHY 
oer Me, 
SOMETHING!? 


YOU NEEDA OPEN 
UP YOUR HEART 
NOW THAT THE 
TIME 1S RIGHT! 





YOU'VE 
MADE ONE 
TODAY, 


WHAAAAT? 
THAT'S ALLI? 
THEN, T 
GUESS YOU'VE 
ALREADY 
ACCOMPLISHED 
YOUR GOAL, 
RIGHT? 


I NEED TO 
GO TO THE 
TOILET... 

































































7D) MOUSE!! 
7 











ALL RIGHT, 
Let's JusT 
SAY FOR 
ARGUMENT'S 


THE GREATER 
HALF OF YOUR 
LIFE WAS 
SPENT AS 
A COMPLETE 
BUM... 





T'M GONNA 
MARRY A HOT 
YOUNG GIRL 





HEY, YOU 
KNOW... T 
ION'T REALLY 
WANT TO SAY 
ANYTHING, BUT... 
IS IT OKAY IF 
T ASK YOU 
ONE THING? 


HEH HEH 
HEH... 
T'LL WIN! 
ON MY SIDE! “eur 
MY DEAD 
IGRANOMOTHER 
USED TO 
SAY SO ALL 
THE TIME! = [7 
L 
ESS 


oy " 4 


WELL, I MEAN, 
ORDINARILY 
THAT'S PRETTY 
MUCH THE 
CASE, ISN'T IT? 





















































I LOVE | 
FREEDOM! z 

I'VE BEEN Bd etghllanlg 
Aidaagis 8) MORON! 
ENTIRE LIFE, TM NOTA 

AND I'M BUM! DM A 
NEVER GONNA \) ORIETER!! 
STOP! I'MA 

WANDERING 








GAMBLERI! 





ARE YOU 








SERIOUSIP 
YOU'VE BEEN 
GOING ON 
ABOUT MONEY 
THIS WHOLE || 
TIME!! 


I'S ABOUT 

WHAT PEOPLE 

HAVE GOT ON 
THE INSIDE! 

be THAT'S WHAT 
a4 THE MOST 


THING IS! 





























SFX. TUMBLE 









































ust YO 
WATCH 

YOU DAKN 

BASTARD! = 














ood M 
GONNA 
WIN 
BINNIGLL 


L- IMPORTANT 5 














HONESTLY, 
BEING ABLE 
TO SAY THAT 
SORTA THING 
MEANS THAT 
YOU'RE THE 

BUM! YOU'RE 
BROKE AS FAR 

AS HAVING 

A HEART /S 
CONCERNED, SO 
THAT MAKES 
YOU A BUMI! 


BESIDES!! 
ISN'T IT 
ABOUT 

TIME YOu 




















































What am 

I gonna 

do now...? 

I somehow 
ended up 
with this 

idiot in my 

house... 













































































































































































































































































































































































CAN'T 

YOU GIVE ME, 

| LIKE, A LESS 
FUNKY ONE..2 


A BETTER 
FRIEND!? ~ 





CHAPTER 6: THE UNLUCKY PURSUED BY THE LUCKY 





ICANT 
BELIEVE 
YOUNE 
LIVED LIKE 
THis FOR 
7 YEARS. 





SCREAMING 
IN PAN. 

















GOOD 
MORNING... 
OR IN 
JAPANESE, 
/ OHAYOU 
GOZAIMASUUU. 


I'VE PREPARED 
SOME 
BREAKFAST 


FOR YOU... 
PLEASE EAT IT 
BEFORE IT 
\ GETS COLD... 











PLEASE... 
EAT WHILE 
IT'S STILL 


NW 















































PARDON 
MY INTRUSION 
AND LACK OF 
MANNERS, BLIT 
I OPENED THE 
REFRIGERATOR... 
I MADE IT 
WITH WHAT 
T FOUND... 





WALLET WAS. 
LEFT OUT BY 
COINCIDENCE, 
AND I 
BORROWED 
A PALTRY 
SUM OF A 
THOUSAND 
YEN... 





HE MAY 
SEARCH FOR 
‘SOMEWHERE 
HE CAN LIVE 

IN PEACE 
WITHIN THAT 
PAIN, BUT 


HE'LL NEVER)” 


FIND IT... 


THE ENTIRE 
LIFE OF A MAN 
IS MARRED WITH 
CRUELTY... IF 
HE ISN'T FIGHTING 
FOR WHAT'S HIS, 
THEN HE MIGHT 
AS WELL ROLL 
OVER AND DIE... 
IF HE LETS HIS 
GUARD DOWN, HE'LL] 
BE SUFFERING 
SOMEONE'S ATTACK) 
BEFORE HE 
KNOWS IT... 


WITH THAT 
IN MIND... 
I PUT 
FORTH THIS 
QUESTION 
TO YOU... 





SOMETHING 
THAT HASN'T 
CHANGED 
SINCE ANCIENT 
TIMES... MAN 
IS A CREATURE 
THAT MUST 
CONTINUE TO 
FIGHT HIS 
ENTIRE LIFE... 





WHEN ARE 
YOU GOING TO 
PUT THAT 
3 MILLION YEN 
YOU GOT SAVED 
UP ON THE 
LINE AND GO 
FOR BROKE? 





WELL, WITH 
HOW THINGS 
LOOK AROUND 
HERE, IT 
DOESN'T LOOK 
LIKE YOU 
HAVE MUCH 
OF A HOBBY... 
AND IT DOESN'T| 
LOOK LIKE 


YOU KNOW HOW 
THERE ARE 
THINGS THAT, 
EVEN THOUGH 
veT'M GONNA YOU'RE AWARE 
WAKE THAT OF YOURSELF, 
luopentoR YOU ONLY 
VEPEN TOR peALLY REALIZE 
NOW: 60. HOW TRUE IT IS 
YOU'LL Be WHEN SOMEONE 
BETTER opr ELSE TELLS YOU 
LATER ON. eons 
































THERE'S NO 
CHANCE IN 
HELL YOU'RE 
GONNA WIN 
THE LOTTERY! 








YOU TOLD ME 
THAT WAS 


YOUR DREAM... 


BUT THAT'S 
NO DREAM... 
THAT'S JUST 
AN EXCUSE... 
AND TO BE 
MORE BLUNT 


ABOUT IT, IT'S 


BULLSHIT... 


YOU'RE 
LYING 10 


T GUARANTEE 
IT... IT DOESN'T 
MATTER IF YOU 
TRY YOUR 
ENTIRE LIFE... 
YOU'RE NEVER 
GONNA WIN 
ANYTHING ABOVE 
A FIRST LEVEL 


YOU'RE 
JUST USING 


INGECURITIES 
AND GET 
BY WITH THIS 





T'M WARNING 





AND THEN, IN A 
THE DEAD OF : 
WINTER, UNDER : We e \ YOU... IF YOU DON'T 
A COLD Sky, HURRY UP AND 
YOU'LL FALL TRASH THAT GRAND 
ASLEEP DRUNK... . SCHEME OF YOURS, 
AND THAT'LL BE YOU'RE GONNA STAY 
), HOMELESS FOR 
t) THE REST OF 


ALL SHE WROTE. 
YOUR LIFE... 


Hrmm... 
_ It didn’t 
|] work. This 


guy's used to 
hearing it... 


He's 
completely 
immune 
toit.. ) 

oy 





bastard 
be up to in 

my room 
right now!? 


all my 
appliances 
go missing!? 


smoking in 
my bed!? 





and seal 

with me... 

But I still 
feel so 


What the 
hell is 
going on!? 











dragged 


that guy ° 


out here 
with me. 


Ishould 
tutthisis | | be there! 


much more 


worrying 
than I ima- 



























































This is 
a failure! 
Treally 
should’ve 
just... 


Arghh, this 


isn’t right! It 


completely 
goes against 
what's 
normal! 
Imean, 
there’s a 
freakin’ bum 
in my room 
right now! 
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And then, 
when he’s 
asleep... 

















I wonder 
why he 
doesn’t even 
have any 
porno mags... 














Ah, 
whatever... 
I'm gonna 
take it easy 
on his dime 
for another 

day... 





















































9 YOU'RE 
AMAZING, 
SHIMADA- 


E\RECOGNIZED| 
=) HIM IN JUST] 
HALE A 


<¢ SECONDI! 




















iq 





I MEAN, TAKE 
4A LOOK AT 
THE LUCK I'VE 
HAD THESE 
LAST DAYS!! 
I WONDER 
IF I'VE BEEN 
































~w 


Nua, 


VN 





BUT, YOU... 
YOU'RE AN 
EXCEPTION! YOU 
EVEN SAID SO 
YOURSELF... 
“IF YOU THINK 
YOU CAN KILL 
ME, THEN GO 
AHEAD AND TRY!” 
AND THEN, WHAT 
WAS IT...? "I'LL 
STUFF THAT 
GLASS EYE 
OF YOURS UP 
YOUR ASS"? 





YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO 
APOLOGIZE 


ANYMORE. ese 















































IN OUR LINE 







































































































































































OF WORK, WE 
WOULDN'T 
USUALLY KILL 

SOMEONE OVER 
50,000 OR 
100,000 YEN... 
: I MEAN, IF 
Se WE DID THAT 





. Ny NW EVERY TIME 


4 ‘ IT HAPPENED, 
LS, IT WOULDN'T 

f BE WORTH 

IT FOR US... 










S-SHIMADA-SAN! 
P-PLEASE... 
WAIT A SECOND! 
I'VE GOT MONEY! 
I PROMISE I'LL 
GET IT TO You 
TOMORROW! 
I PROMISE I'LL 
PAY YOU BACK 
3,000,000 YEN 
TOMORROW!! 


I PROMISE 
ILL GET 
3,000,000 
YEN BACK 
to vou 


TOMOR- 
ROW!! 














WHAT 
SHOULD tee: 
ae IT WAS 

SHIMADA- he sc, 000? 
SAN? YOU CN Remneers 
ane NG TM PRETTY 
Towar # pera 
A vay ano (| G9 Y, aia 
y GET 103. 








SEE WHAT ‘ 
HAPPENS? ps 
| 7 / 
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HATE TO ASK YOU 
THIS, MORISHITA, 
BUT BRING THE 

CAR AROUND FOR 


ME... WE'RE GOING 


TO THE OCEAN. 


I-I'M 
TELLING 
THE TRUTH! 
I KNOW 
SOMEONE 
WHO WILL 
GIVE ME 
A LOAN!! 


\\ 3,000,000 


i} YEN, HUH? 

: HOW MUCH 

\ IS THIS Guy 
IN THE 

HOLE FOR 
AGAIN? 


WELL, WE CAN zs 
: ZI He's 
f \ oBviousLy 


LYING TO us. 
BESIDES, I'VE 
GOTTA GO 
TO OSAKA 
TOMORROW 
MORNING. 








I’M GONNA 
GET MYSELF 
ONE OF 
THOSE REAL 
NICE 
CHAINSAWS... 













































































+-YOU KNOW 
HOW THEY 
RUN THOSE 
STORIES ON 
THE NEWS 
SOMETIMES. 
*\ ABOUT BODIES 
\) THEY FIND 
\\ CUT UP IN 
PIECES? 


THAT'S HOW 
YOU'RE 
GONNA END 
uP... YOU'RE 
GONNA END 
UP AS ONE 
OF THOSE 
STORIES... 


+ YOU TWO 
BETTER NOT 
LET HIM GET 
AWAY... YOU 
DON'T NEED 
TO GIVE HIM 
ANY WATER 
OR FOOD 
TO EAT. 








CHAPTER 7: SHOPPING 










HEY BRO, 
THERE'S NO 
PAPER. Y'KNOW, 
‘TEEEPEEE? I'M 
IN A JAM HERE, 
MABADAAN, 












THAT GUY'S 





BUT EVEN 
IFILOOK 
PAST THOSE 
FLAWS... 
THING IT’S 
ABITTOO 
MUCH 
FOR ME TO 
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AA 




















NIGHTS ARE 
COMPLETELY 
REVERSED... 





























WE'RE 
HERE TO 
-| COLLECT ON 
A DEBT... 








WHEN WE 
CAME AROUND 
THIS AREA, HE 
INSISTED THAT 

THERE WAS 
SOMEONE WHO 
WOULD BLY 
HIS LIFE HERE, 
SO WE FIGURED 
WE'D STOP AND 
MAKE SURE... 
BUT HE WAS 
MAKING IT ALL 
UP, RIGHT? 




















HATE TO 
BOTHER 
YOU LIKE 
THIS... BUT 
WE JUST 
WANT TO 


I DON'T HAVE 
MUCH TIME, SO T'LL 
JUST GIVE IT TO 
YOU STRAIGHT... 
THAT MAN'S LIFE 








BUT IN THE 
END THEY 
NEVER DO, 
RIGHT? 
su MEAN, 
NORMALLY. 


BUT THAT 
LITTLE PIG's 
A SPECIAL 
CASE. 


HE LIED 
COUNTLESS 
NUMBERS OF 
TIMES... RAN 
FROM UG... 
AND CALLED US 
ALL SORTS 
OF DIFFERENT 
NAMES BEFORE 
DISAPPEARING... 
BUT WE FINALLY 
CAUGHT HIM 
YESTERDAY. 


AND WE'RE 
TALKING ABOUT 
CHOPPING HIM 
INTO LITTLE 
PIECES WITH 
A CHAINSAW 


THE HAIR ON 
My BODY 
STAND UP. 


wT SAW 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT THIS 
ON TV 
‘ONCE... THEY] 
THREATEN 
PEOPLE 
SAYING THAT 
THEY'LL KILL 
THEM... 


THAT PORKER 
WENT AND MADE 
THE ONE PERSON 
HE SHOULDN'T 
HAVE ANGRY. HE 
SURE DID A HELL 
OF A JOB AT 
IT TOO. HE DID 
EVERYTHING HE 
COULD POSSIBLY 
DO TO KEEP 
ON PISSING 
HIM OFF... 


TO BE 
HONEST, WE 
DON'T LIKE 
DOING THIS 
EITHER... WE 
DON'T WANT 
TO MURDER 
PEOPLE... 




















IT'S FINE 
WHETHER 
YOU WANT 
TO PAY OR 

NOT. IF 
YOU DON'T 

PAY, THAT'S 


+ NLESS: 
A MIRACLE 
HAPPENS. 


GOING 
TO... 
GET 
KILLED? 


ARE YOU 
SERIOUS...? 


OH... I JUST 
WANTED TO 
MAKE THIS 

CLEAR, BUT I'M 

7 NOT TRYING TO 
THREATEN YOU 
OR ANYTHING 
RIGHT NOW... 


I...1'M GOING 
TO TRUST YOU 
AND ASK YOU 
THIS... IS 
HE REALLY, 
HONESTLY, 
TRUTHFULLY, 
SERIOUSLY, 
LITERALLY, 
DEEEFINITELY... 






















































































AND YOU'RE YOU 

GOING TO ~ JUST MET 
PAY OFF [_ THIS TOTAL 
THE DEBT [( Soe GARBAGE 
HE RACKED . : DUMP OF A 
UP FROM 5 : WACK JOB 
GAMBLING? ‘ BY CHANCE 
: \ ONLY TWO 

OR THREE 

DAYS AGO... 


CHOICE, IS 
THERE...? 


THAT KIND 
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EXPERIENCED 
| BEFORE 
| | | Nt UFE 


tt 




















































































































































































































BRO! 
I’M GONNA 











I SAID IT 


WAS FINE, ( | 
DION'T I1? —] ‘ \ Yyjf> MY LIFE TO 
PM TIRED! Zk , AD You 20 
GET OUT S = YOU WANTI! 
iret = Sper ieee 
ALREADY!! ——— EEL FREE 



























































1 PROMISE! << eee 
vel WILL Q een ee ee THAT 
CHANGE!! \ THERE'S No 

. THIS FAVOR! i! SUCH THING 
ol STBRE MY pp ¥s 000! 
UFE ON IT! 





















































eJOCZne 
I'mso 
freakin’ 








—_ 
fi 











exhausted... Jj 








THAT Guy 
WASN'T BEING : 
VERY FORCEFUL WHAT ARE 
WITH HIS WORDS, YOU GOING TO 
BuT THAT WAS | 00? SHOULDN'T 
EXTORTION, 10% YOU CALL THE 
POLICE RIGHT 
AWAY? YOU WERE 
COMPLETELY 
BLACKMAILED 
THERE. 








BUT... 
ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
BE OKAY? 








BECOMES 
GREEDY... AND 
POKES HIS 
HEAD ABOVE 
THE EARTH... 
THIS IS HOW 


IT TURNS 
OUT, HUH...? 














WHO 
HASN'T DONE 


A SINGLE 
THING IN +I GUESS 


HIS LIFE... THIS IS JUST 
. WHAT HAPPENS, 
THOUGH... 
WHEN A TINY 
BUG LIVING 
UNDERGROUND... 


+ THE 
SURFACE IS 
TERRIFYING... 


JUST GIVE 
uP AND 
GO BACK 
BENEATH 
THE 
EARTH... 





A GIRL BE 
OKAY FOR 
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. “ «@ | 
yo Sinfonia -° 


* 
































































































































ARE YOU 
THE TYPE 
OF PERSON 
THAT WOULD 
TELL LIES? 

































































I CAN'T GET 
OVER HOW 
UNBHLIEVABLY 
coo THs Ae 
GUY IS! 





rear | [3 
IVE GoT|HIen 8 
RIGHT INFRONT | 


ARGH! 
HE'S 50 


ormyeves) | Re eas N 








I’m not 
trespassing 


here or 
anything! 


And, sure, 
Icould’ve 
just gone back 
to my place 
after that, but 
that would've 
been careless, 
‘cause the door 
would’ve been 
unlocked! 
What if a thief 
showed up or 
something!!? 




















He fell asleep 
outside, so all 
I did was carry 
him inside to 
put him in bed! 
I couldn’t have 
just let him 
catch a cold, 
could I!!? 











IN - 



































THIS WAY! i 


KIND OF LOAD 


4 








There’s only 
8 minutes 


occurred 
by sheer 
coincidence, 





Once it ” 
hits 9, the Why’ d 
alarm is the time 


gonna start pass by so 


ringing, and 
then he’s 
gonna go 
straight 
to work!! 


quickly!? 








What!? 


p It’s 8:52 


already!? 





Gahhhh, what 
should I dol? 
Wait, what am I 
even asking myselfl? 
Ijust go back to 
my place, right? 


Noooo!! 
Now it’s 
7 minutes 

what else could 
Ughh, there be to do!? 
6 minutes! 




















put me ' ; 
completely a ar 

es thae’s 

pervert < 

creeper out of the 


ion! 
territory!!! ES question!! 








Honestly, 








I was pretty 
did it, then much already 
that'd really there the 
make mea instant that 
pervert!! There’s thought even 
no greyzone “S entered my 


mind, but I'll 
give myself 

a free pass on 
it this time! 


about this, it’d 
be completely 
blackl! 




















WHAT IF | 
JUST GAVE 
Him A KISS 

ON THE 

CHEEK...? 



































It wouldn't 
be abig 
deal! It'd be, 
ike, totally 
cute and 









































































































































wo dias ) ar? 
NEIGHBOR! 
I SHOULD |T@ 
BE ASKING 





: WHY'D 
ANYMORE vou come 


PROBLEMS 


FOR HIM! 
JUST LEAVE 
HIM ALONE! 


NO, THAT'S 
NOT WHAT T 


SOMETHING 
TO MAKE IT 


60... | oe 
I CAME l UP TO HIM... 


BACK FOR 
A BIT... 


















I MEAN... 
WELL, HE'S 
A HOMO, 








AND IT 


SEEMED RIGHT...? 
LIKE HE HE KEPT 
WAG... GOING ON 
REALLY e ABOUT HOW 
BACKED UP = \ HE WANTED 
TOO... | A BOYFRIEND 


BY THIS 
YEAR... 


T THOUGHT 
T'D JUST 
BE AN 
OUTLET 
FOR HIS 
URGES... 
You 
GET WHAT 


I MEAN? f 


FORGET 
ABOUT IT, 
THERE'S 
NO WAY 
THAT'D 
HAPPEN. 






MAKE IT 
UPTO 
HIM!? WHAT 









THE ONLY 
WAY TI CAN 
REALLY PAY 
HIM BACK... 
IS WITH MY 
BODY, SO... 











T'MIN A REAL 
JAM HERE! IF 
I DON'T GET 
SOMEWHERE FAR 
AWAY, THEY'RE 
GOING TO USE 
A CHAINSAW 
AND CHOP ME 
INTO CHUNKS! 
































UH... SO YEAH, 
I WAS GONNA 
TRY TO TALK HIM| 
TM GETTING INTO GIVING ME 
COLD FEET 10,000 YEN PER 
HERE. IT'S JUST SHOT, BUT... 
TOO SCARY! HOW 
ABOUT YOU? CAN 
YOU LEND ME 
10,000 YEN? 



























































Did I do 
the right 
thing 
yesterday? 









Ift had 
my 2mil... 
Icould 
buy a huge 
TV. 
























































































































































































































































: No... I did the 
right thing... 
Even if he was 
really good for 
_ _ nothing, he’s 
I saved : still human... 
5 Hey, God, you 
ee : : saw what I did 
ife yes- =e) there, right? 
terday, Zz 
y'know! 


for this, 
get it? 
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i 


AVM NOT. 

SAVING IT 

HAS TO 
BE RIGHT 
AWAY... 












































CHAPTER 9: A STUPID REASON 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SO... 
IT WAS 
YOU...? 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WHAT DID I'VE 
YOU HAVE ) SEEN 
AGAINST 
ME TODO 
ALL THAT 
TO ME!? 
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I- I'VE 
WANTED 
TO WORK 
AS THE 
SECURITY 
GUARD 
OVER 
THERE FOR’ 
A LONG 
TIME NOW! 





LET ME 










































































































































































































CLUE YOU 
NON 
SOMETHING, 
MY JOB 
1S SUPER 
y-you HARD! I'VE 
LIAR! IT 
BS ALWAYS 
& SEE YOU 
ON THE 
ROOF 
DRINKING 
COFFEE!! 
aN 
YOU'RE LYING 
YOU SICK AGAIN! THERE 
CREEP. WAS A TIME Oar 
WHE you 
ede WERE GETTING .) TRAINING! I 
REALLY INTO CONSTANTLY 
WERE YOU STUDYING ITALIAN), HAVE TO MAKE 
WATCHING AND YOu SURE I'M IN 
ME FROMI? WEREN'T DOING\. TOP PHYSICAL 
Bi He, YOU'RE ee STAT ALLI!: ) SHAPE TO FIGHT| 
OF ME | PISGLSTING, HET SEEMS. 
lf 
ALREADY? MAN! SUSPICIOUSI! 
SIDES 
HURT! 
Val 
Re 





r 
i 
4 

eg 


























































+ YOU'RE 
YOUNG, 
$60 WHY 

DON'T 

YOU GET 


FIGURED 


I'D TAKE 
OVER... 






I WAS 
WILLING 
TO BE 
PRETTY 
PATIENT 
ABOUT 
THAT... 





TLL TeLL 








HEY... 
HURRY UP 
AND SPIT 
OUT YOUR 

NAME 
ALREADY... 














wo TM. 
SERIOUS 

ABOUT 

THIS... 

I CAN'T 
HOLD BACK 
THESE 
FEELINGS 
ANYMORE... 


+ THE 
PLACE YOU 
WORK FOR 

DOESN'T 
HAVE A 
CONTRACT 
WITH A 
SECURITY 
COMPANY... 
SO THERE'S 
NEVER A 
CHANGE IN 


SHE'S 21 AND 
JUST GETS 


WORKING AT 
A PACHINKO 


Vai la a mss Si 


ve THOUGHT 
IT'D PROBABLY 
BE THE CASE... 
AND WHEN I 
WENT UP TO 
THAT ROOF THAT 
YOU'RE ALWAYS 
GOOFING OFF 
DURING THE 
AFTERNOON... 


— 




















e:AND THAT 
REALLY 
CAUSED 
ME TO, 

UM... GET 

IMPATIENT 





SOME TIME 
AGO... T SAW 
THIS GIRL AT 

THE TRAIN 
STATION, AND 

THAT CHANGED 
MY WAY OF 

THINKING 

ABOUT IT... 


rs 





SHE'S LIVING IN 
AN APARTMENT 
BY HERSELF... 
AND ON TOP 
OF THAT, THE 
APARTMENT 
COMPLEX IS 
RIGHT ON THE 
SIDE OF THE 
BUILDING YOU 
WORK IN... 





$0 YOU 





ve $0 WHATI? 
THINKING somurr 
AS LONG soa 
AS THINGS aiaise, 
wear GA i 
WELL FOR € x, * i | tPT0 Ger 
YOU, ITO qa” Oy Oe uy 
BEFINE <—E'O). | NB FORA SHITTY 
Aye ON 
70 DIEI!? 


REASON 
LIKE THAT!? 























HOW CAN fi 


JUSTIGIVE 
ME;BACK 
(THESQUIET, 
CIRESTHATS 
USED, 
TO.HAVES 













































































































































































UDONsT) 
NEED, 
































EBIENDS©"s 























LOMNOT, 
COING ITO, 
WISH,FOR, 
ANYTHING, 

ELSE. 






































SINCE 
- [MADE 
THAT 
REQUEST. 


















































































































































































































































" HOWEVER, 
my WISH” 
: WASNT. 
“AFTERNOON. «= ~~. ACTUALLY 
» ff oe : * GRANTED. 











twas 
THE MAIN 
NGGHTWATCH 


{THERE:D, BE} 








ony PAY THE SECURITY 
WAS ALSO CAMERAS 
CLEARLY LESS ==-——_y 





: THS 
IBREGUCAR STOREAND, 
PG TERTEVERY, 
STRAIGHT 
WEERIWOULD) 
WORKS 





ROTATION 


v 





2 


























4 








THEY TOLD 
Him, “HEY, 
TAKE YOUR 
STINGY ASS 
AND GO SIGNA 
CONTRACT WITH 
A SECURITY 
COMPANY OR 


GET SOME s™ 
MORE SECURITY 


ie 
GUARDS!! (J 


le 


Rd 
. i 


iN 


~ 


a 





THAT'S RIGHT... 
THE MALE 
EMPLOYEES 
WHO WERE 
BEING FORCED 
TO DO NIGHT 
WATCH DUTY 
DURING THOSE 
TWO DAY 
PERIODS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES 
COMPLAINED. 





THE MANAGER 































































































































































































































































































TOLACTAS' 
SECURITY 
GUARDS. : 





Ne 





CHAPTER 10: THE NEWCOMERS 





THEY'LL 
BE HERE 
SOON. 


NO MATTER 
HOW STORMY 
THE WEATHER 
MIGHT BE ON 

THE OUTSIDE, | 
GOTTA REMAIN 
COOL AND 
COLLECTED ON 
THE INSIDE. 


|| COMPLETE 
|| CONTROL. 














THEY'RE 


Ww 


h 











BATTERING 
DOWN THE 
GATES TO mY 
_ FORTRESS OF 
FREEDOM... 





ineeo | 
TOBE IN 


‘ { 
bh] 








































i 


«| warm 


ccarep! § 
a 




















QUAKE IN THEIR 
BOOTS LIKE 
PERRY DID|EDO 
WHEN HE 
SHOWED UP IN 
ie HUGE 
BLACK SHIPS! 





) 
i we 
a 













































































WELL, I'M 
SURE THIS 
IS A LOAD 
ON YOU... 
BUT SHOW 
THEM THE 
ROPES, WON'T 
YOU...? 
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«'CUSE 
EXCUSE 
Mes MEEEEE! 













































































































































































| 
. b Sst 
~ é = 
Cc} 
O55) 
T faa)? . 
T || See 
| FF, 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































UH... I'M 
AMEKAWA 
ISAMU... 
NICE TO 
MEET YOU... 


MY NAME IS 
HANABAYASHI 
YUUDAI, 
NICE TO 
MEETCHA- 
AAAAA! 





+ OKAY 
ALREADY... 
I GET IT... 
LIVING THE 

LIFE NOW 
WITH YOUR 
DREAM JOB, 
HuH...? 


THANKS FOR 
EVERYTHING. 


+I WOULD 
UH... FIRST 
LIKE TO 
SINCERELY 
APOLOGIZE 
FOR WHAT 













I GAVE 
THEM THE 
MANUAL 
AND WENT 
THROUGH 
THE BASICS, 
$0 YOU 
HANDLE THE 
FINER POINTS 
OF BEING ON 
THE JOB, 
GOT IT? 





ve T'M 
SORRY... 
PLEASE 
FORGIVE 
ME... 


SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 


IT'S LIKE 
I'M THE 
ONLY ONE 
BEING LEFT 
OuT! T’M ALL 


ALOOOONNNE. 











LAMEEEEEE. 
THAT'S NOT 
FAAAAAIR! 


IT WANNA 
GET ALONG 
WITH 
EVERYONE 
RIGHT 





YEAH! IT'S 


AMAZING! I 


UH... SO 


DISCOVERED | EY Peorte wo 


THIS WHEN T 
WAS IN 8TH 
GRADE! IT's, 
LIKE, THE 
ULTIMATE 
TECHNIQUE 
FOR THIS! 




















Y'KNOW, THE 
STICKLER YOU 


ARE ABOUT IT, AND Give IT 
ite Seen | SI 
if 4 “BOUT 
THAT, you YOU LET Me. 
pumBeass!! CAE 






MORE OF A 























TRUST ME 












I THINK 
IT'S MORE 
SUSPECT TO 
BE ASKING 
PEOPLE 
YOU JUST 
MET TO LET 
YOU GRAB 
THEIR NUTS. 








EVERYONE 
DOES IT, 
60 LET'S 

DO IT. 








AMEKAWA-KUN 
OVER HERE ONLY 
GOT A JOB AT 
THIS PLACE SO 
HE COULD PEEP 
INTO THE ROOM 
OF THE GIRL 
HE LIKES. 


I'M BEGGING 
YOU HERE... 









I DON'T 
KNOW IF 
I'M GONNA 
BE ABLE 
TO FIT IN 


HUH? WHAT? 
WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? 
PEEPING? 































AWwWww, 
MAN... I 
GOT A BAD 
FEELING 
ABOUT 
THIS NOW. 









WHAT THE 
HELL!? YOUR 
FIRST DAMN 





IT'S JUST 
STRAIGHT TO 
PEEPING!? 


HE EVEN 


THIS 1S THE 
END OF THE X 


















































































































































TODAY I 


W SAW SOME- 


THING BIG! 
I SAW HER 
BRINGING A 
































OVER 
THERE, ON 
THE SECOND 
FLOOR OF 
THAT BROWN 
APARTMENT 
COMPLEX... 





EVERYDAY! 


IS IT THE 
GIRL? 
IS SHE 

NAKED!? 












WHOA, 



























THAT? I HOPE 
BE FUN TO 3 ere 
WATCH! Hedibi ies 
IT ON. WHERE IS 
IT? WHICH 
ROOM IS 


SHE IN? 





woh 
JUST GONNA 
PUT THIS 
OUT THERE, | 
BUT PEEPING 
IS A PRETTY i ARE you 
SERIOUS CRIME! SERIOUS...? 
IF YOU GET i YOU CAN'T 
Gouna GETIN SEE A THING 
ALOT OF GOING ON 


IN THERE... 


S-SOME- 
BoDy'sS 
COMING 
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GAWD, 
WHy'D 
T HAVE 
TO SEE 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS 


WHAT'S SO. 





HAVE 
GOOD ABOUT 

HER!? I MEAN, vOCREWED. 
SHE LOOKS: 12 
LIKE SHE'S A ‘mavee 15 

DRUGGIE OR ‘TIME TO 
SOMETHING! GET ANEW 

PAIR OF 
GLASSES? 

A y 

















WHEN A 
2 WEAK PERSON 
I DON'T 
tape CLINGS TO 


CAN'T HELP 


It... IT'S 
JUST WHAT = b i iwke Tem 
ks EVEN MORE 
WEAK... ARE 
YOU SURE 
THAT'S WHAT 
YOU WANT? 


UGHHHH! 
THAT 
LOOKS LIKE 
SOMEBODY'S 
MOM! AN 
OLD LADY 
POPPED 
our! 






THAT 
PERSON... 
IS THE 


K\ ciet THat 


T LIKE... 


L.. LIKE 
GIRLS THAT 
LOOK WEAK 

AND DELICATE 
LIKE HER... 





THAT LOOKS 
COMPLETELY 
PROFESSIONAL, 
YOU KNOW? 
FOR SOMEONE 
THAT'S A 
PROFESSIONAL! 


LEAVE HIM 
ALONE... 


YOU'VE 


SEEN 
HE SAID |] enoucu, 


WE'RE RIGHT? 
GOING. || C'MON, 
Let's 
G0... 


YOU CAN'T HELP 
IT... AND TAKE 
A LOOK AT THAT 
TATTOO THAT 
GUY'S GOT. HE 
DIDN'T JUST GET 
THAT TO LOOK 
COOL, GET IT? 


FORGET 
ABOUT IT... 


BN FOR A GIRL 
LIKE HER! 


BOSS, UH, 
AMEKAWA-KUN 
IS CRYING 
OVER HERE. 
WHAT SHOULD 
I DoQOO0O? 




















7 YEARS...? 
4 THIS YEAR WILL 


AHHHH, 
AWESOME! 
HEARING 
YOU SAY 
THAT IS 
A HUGE 
LOAD OFF 
MY BACK. 


I'M NOT 
REALLY SURE 
ABOUT IT 
; MYSELF! T 
HERE IN THE ‘ 
MORNING, 
BUT AT 
NIGHT IT's 
60 QUIET! 


HOW LONG 
HAVE YOU 
BEEN WORKING 
HERE FOR, 


REALLY? 
THEN LIKE, 
HAVE YOU 
SEEN ANY 

GHOSTS OR 
ANYTHING 
BEFORE? 





























COUPLE... I STILL 
OH, MAN! IS CAN'T GET 
i IT OKAY IF T OVER HOW 








LIKE SHOUT OUT —-DIFFERENT 
SOME WORDS Tis! 
THAT I'D NEVER 

BE ALLOWED 
TO SAY DURING 


“ . THE DAY!? 
We Gs 




































































LET'S HAVE 
A PARTY 
FOR THE 

NEW Guys! 


| 
IF | JUST | 


ceTmy | ICAN 
mINDTO ACCOMPLISH 
IT,¥ou _[ANVTHING... 
KNOW! 




















\ 
aN 











COMALETE 
IDIOTS! 



























































SO, BOSS, 

WHERE ARE 

YOU FROM? 
AROUND HERE? 


NO... T'M FROM 
YAMANASHI... 
THE MIDDLE OF 
YAMANASHI... 
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SO WE'RE 
BOTH 







FROM THE 
COUNTRY- 
SIDE, HUH! 


























. " BUT IT’S LIKE, 
UH... NOT JAS THE DREAMS THAT 
YOU HAD THAT 
TNT WERE BURNING Dip You 
\ LIKE MAGIA HAVE COME 
BONE COMPLETELY [ TO TOKYO 
Lalbeed COOLED OFF AND 
BECOME FROZEN 
LIKE ICE? 


YOU GOT 
ANY HOBBIES, 
BOSS? WHAT 

DO YOU DO 

ON YOUR 

DAYS OFF? 


SLEEP... 
OR READ, 
I GUESS. 





AND T DON'T A OR DO You 

HAVE A / d \ NO... uavea 
GIRLFRIEND \ & GIRLFRIEND 

wind THAT Tat A EVEN _ | Imuat you're 
\ PLANNING: 

TO MARRY? 









































EVEN HAVE 
ASINGLE ( 
FRIEND... 





WHATI? 


YOU'RE 
ASKING 





YOU ONLY LIVE 

ONCE, YOU FEEL are AWWWW, 
Meé!? IF YOU | = MAAAAN! 
DON'T ENJOY | THAT AIN'T 
YOURSELF AS | GOOD, BOSS! 
MUCH AS YOU " 

CAN, THEN - ne oan 

YOU'RE MISSIN’ / WASTE! 


OuT YOOOOO!! 

















Y. YOURE 


(Wiha 
















HE 
























THAT'S NOT \ 
IT! I MAY 
NOTHAVE 6& 

ANY FRIENDS, « 

BUT I'M 

COMPLETELY 

DIFFERENT 


OH, I SEE... 
SO RIGHT NOW 
GOT A BIT 
AHEAD OF 
HIMSELF AND 
TRIPPED OVER 
HIS OWN 
FEET, HUH? 





recor 


A &IG ASS 
DREAM 
THAT 
KEEPS MY 
DAYS 


SPARKLIN'!!. 


Let's. 
HEAR 
WHAT IT 
6 THAT 
MAKES 
YOUR 


DAYS 
SPARKLE. 








re 














































I'M 
SEARCHIN’ 
FOR THE 
GIRL OF MY 
DREAMS. 


TO EXPLAIN 
IT IN A WAY 











BUT IT'S 


MOSTLY 
JUST A NICE 
REFRESHING 

DREAM OF 
GOING ON 
A DATE TO 
THE PARK... 


AND SHE'S 
COMPLETELY 
INTO ME, 
AND I'M 


COMPLETELY & 


INTO 
HER... IT'S 
PERFECT... 


IT STARTED 
LAST YEAR 
AROUND 
SUMMER... 
AND I'VE HAD 
THAT DREAM 
18 TIMES 
ALREADY NOW... 















































ve D'VE... HAD 
THE SAME 
DREAM OVER 
AND OVER... 
AND THE SAME 
GIRL APPEARS 
IN THAT 
DREAM... 





UH... WELL, 

YeAL, HE WHAT KIND 
LATER HALF OF DREAM 

OF IT IS... WAS IT? 
= PROBABLY 
SOME FULL 

BLOWN 
WET DREAM, 


THIS GIRL 
IN MY 
DREAM... 
SHE'S, LIKE, 
SMOKING 
HOT... AND 
SHE'S GOT 
A BANGIN’ 













LET! ME! 
FINISH! 
My! 
STORY!! 


SHE WAS 
BEHIND THIS 


ANNOUNCER \ 


WHO WAS 
DOING 
THIS SHOW 
ON THE 
HOMELESS 
IN TOKYO! 


rm 
TOTALLY 
CERTAIN 
ABOUT ITI! 
AND SO 


THAT'S WHY ~ 


I GOT MY 
ASS OVER 
HERE!! 


SO, THEN 
I SAW HER, 
B0SS! I 
WAS AT 
HOME AND 
I HAPPENED 
TO SEE 
HER WHILE 
I WAS 
WATCHING 
Wi 


SHE WAS 
PASSING 
BY! 
THE GIRL 


WITH HER 
FRIENOL! 





H- HEY! 
WHAT ARE 
YOU GETTING 
IMPRESSED 
|8Y THAT FOR! ?, 
THERE'S 
NO WAY 
SOMETHING 


I’M JUST 
GONNA 0O 
MY BEST 
AND LOOK 
AROUND 
FOR HERI! 
I’M GONNA 
STICK WITH 
IT EVERY 
SINGLE DAY 
USING THE 
POWER OF 
£.0.V. EI! 








YEAH! 


YOU'RE WHOOOAAAA, 
EXACTLY THAT'S 
ee fese Tunis 
THES! 
You JUST fey 06 
HAPPEN, HUH...? 
SOMETHING SHE'S, LIKE, 
WONDERFUL, DESTINED TO 


B0Ssi! BE WITH YOU. 










































































ALL RIGHT, 
FINE! LET'S 
SAY THAT 
SHE EXISTS! 
LET'S JUST 
GIVE YOU 
THAT!! OKAY, 
THEN, HOW 
ARE YOU 
GONNA FIND 
HER, HUHI? 





TOR cone! ALL RIGHT! 
TO EXPLAIN Gonencule. 
. ‘ GENEROUS, 
THINGS To Al 60 T'LL EVEN 
HER THEN!? \ ages? GONE YOU THAT! 
WHAT ARE SO LET'S SAY 
YOU GOING \ SHE EXISTS... 
TO SAY we AND BY SOME 
TO HERI? ma CRAZY MIRACLE 
" YOU MEET HER! 





RIGHT? 


Y... YOU 


AND LISTEN up 
GOOD! THAT 
KIND OF GIRL 

DOESN'T EXIST 


YOU'LL NEVER 
FIND HERI! 


LIKE YOU!! 





OKAY, FINE! I'LL / ALL RIGHT, 
PUT IT ON TOP WHAT ABE 

OF A PIPING : ly YOL! GONNA 

BOWL OF RICE 70 DO IE SHE 
AND SLURP DOES EXIST!? 
IT ON DOWN! Does EN. 
OF COURSE , 

Tuar means ie & ic raf 

é 7 
YOU DON'T FIND é SHIT! YOU 


HER, THEN YOU | GOTTA EAT MY 
GOTTA EATMY _“ SHIT RIGHT IN 
| FRONT OF 


MY FACE!! 


FINE! THEN 
YOU GOTTA 
FIND HER |~ : 
Harte | win THE \ a) PAT IT! f'lt 
way Tool, MONTH! THE \ ~~? = )  PUTITIN 
CUTOFF TIME ( : BETWEEN 


LITTLE 
TIME! I 18 1MONTHI! SOME 


erred ff BREAD AND 

BEEN AT | : ) EAT A SHIT 
THIS FOR TWO © SANDWICH 
youl KNOW!! 


JANDATHIS) 
REATURE THISIOIOT 
P WHOTRIEZ 
faltiuces 





IS IT MAKING 
ME UNCOM- 
FORTABLE? 


IT'S NOT 
THAT BAD 
AT ALL. 
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So from 
now on, I'm. 
not allowed 

y e to spend 
Oh! He’s & pean 
=| |day worrying) 
about this 
anymore! 
This is 
driving me 
completely 
stupid! 











Wi 


















































So that 
should mean 
it's really 
not a big 
deal if he's 
ahomo or 


bi 
right!? 

Imean, it’s 

completely 
triviall! 


Hrmghnn... 
Am really 
okay with 
this? Dol 
really want to 
be together 
with them? 

















TO BE YOUR 


LIFE WITH... 





IT LOOKED 
KINDA 
IMPOSSIBLE, 
60... I'VE 
PRETTY MUCH 
GIVEN UP, 

















OH, YEAH... 
UH, I JUST 
RECENTLY 
REALIZED HOW 
RIDICULOUSLY 
DIFFICULT 
THAT SORT OF 
THING IS... 


















































I'D REALLY 
LIKE TO BE 
ABLE TO JUST 
TALK MY HEAD 
OFF ABOUT 
ALL SORTS 
OF DIFFERENT 
THINGS 
WITH YOU... 


CAUSE YOU 
WOULDN'T 
REALLY 
HAVE MUCH 





WHATESHOUUD) 


IT'S TIME 

FOR YOU 

TO MOVE! 
MOVE OUT! 


W...Why’s he 
thinking so 
hard about 
this? What 
could be so bad 
about it!!? 





Venitokagesisn 


To be continued 
in volume 2 
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